CHIPPENHAM  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Medical  Officer’s  Annual  Report  — 1909. 


The  estimated  population  of  the  district  is  17,885,  the  number  of  inhabited  houses  4,427,  with  an 
average  of  4.04  per  house.  The  total  number  of  births  is  400,  giving  a rate  of  22.39  against  the  average 
^ for  the  past  year  of  24.0.  The  death  total  is  262  equal  to  a rate  of  14.64,  of  these,  35  cases  were  under 
'one  year  of  age,  which  gives  an  infantile  rate  of  1.9  per  1000  births.  The  average  for  the  past  10  years 
is,  infant  death  rate  1.7,  general  death  rate  13.7  per  1000.  There  were  27  deaths  in  public  institutions 
and  6 non-residents  registered  in  public  institutions.  In  the  Chippenham  district  110  births  have  been 
registered,  46  deaths,  5 being  under  one  year  of  age.  In  the  Corsham  district  there  were  152  births,  113 
deaths,  14  being  under  one  year  of  age.  In  the  Castle  Combe  district  there  were  91  births,  63  deaths,  IQ 
being  under  one  year  of  age,  and  in  the  Christian  Malford  district  there  were  47  births,  35  deaths,  6 being 
under  one  year  of  age.  The  net  number  of  deaths  in  the  districts  are  257,  equal  to  a rate  of  14.36  per 

I, 000,  compared  with  the  following  years  1901,  219  deaths,  rate  12.2  ; 1902,  252  deaths,  rata  14.9  ; 1903, 
^29  deaths,’rate  12.8;  1904,  267  deaths,  rate  14.9;  1905,  231  deaths,  rate  12.8;  1906,  200  deaths,  rate 

II. 1 ; 1907,  253,  deaths,  rate  14.14;  1908,  225  deaths,  rate  12.58. 

The  causes  of  death  were  Measles  1,  Diphtheria  4,  Croup  1,  Epidemic  Influenza  8,  Diarrhoea  1, 
Enteritis  3,  Gastritis  1,  Phthisis  (Pulmonary  Tuberculosis)  13,  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  6,  Cancer  15, 
Bronchitis  15,  Pneumonia  7,  Pleurisy  1,  other  diseases  of  Respiratory  Organs  1,  Cirrhosis  of  Liver  3, 
Premature  birth  7,  Diseases  and  Accidents  of  Parturition  3,  Heart  Disease  40,  Accidents  8,  Suicides  5,  all 
other  causes  114.  The  cases  of  infectious  diseases  notified  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — Diphtheria 
(including  Membranous  Croup)  65,  Erysipelas  18,  Scarlet  Fever  21,  Puerperal  Fever  1,  a total  of  105. 

Gentlemen,  the  tables  I have  just  read  to  you  are  issued  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  and  they 
contain  such  accurate  details  of  the  vital  statistics  that  little  is  left  for  me  to  dilate  upon.  I submit  my 
report  on  rather  difierent  lines,  according  to  instructions  received  from  the  Local  Government  Board. 

/neidenee  of  Disease.  Diphtheria,  This  disease  was  present  in  most  parishes  during  the  year, 
65  cases  being  notified ; cases  were  reported  in  every  month  except  April  and  October.  There  was  a note- 
worthy outbreak  in  the  months  of  July  and  August,  at  Hartham  Park,  Corsham,  which  was  reported  to 
you  at  the  time  in  a special  report,  which  I now  reproduce — personal  contact  appeared  to  be  responsible 
"for  most  of  the  cases. 


CHIPPENHAM, 

WILTS, 

August,  1909. 

Gentlemen, 

Referring  to  your  letter  dated  August  6th,  to  the  Chippenham  Rural  District  Council  and  your 
request  for  a report  upon  the  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  in  Corsham  parish,  I have  the  honour  to  inform 
you  that  the  first  case  was  notified  on  June  29th,  a child  aged  3 years  attending  the  Infant  School, 
then  cases  were  notified  on  the  8th  July  and  August  2nd  and  3rd,  in  all  5 cases  were  notified.  One 
child  was  not  at  school,  one  attended  the  Methuen’ School,  one  attended  at  the  National  School,  and 
one  at  Coppershell  School.  No  common  cause  or  source  of  infection  could  be  discovered  in  these 
cases.  In  discussing  the  matter  with  Dr.  Crisp  of  Corsham,  who  notified  some  of  them,  he  informed 
me  he  had  seen  several  children  within  the  past  three  months  with  suspicious  throats  who  were 
attending  the  Methuen  School,  Corsham,  of  these  five  cases,  three  were  isolated  in  Chippenham  Iso- 
lation Hospital,  two  were  isolated  at  home,  one  case  proved  fatal.  The  houses  or  rooms  have,  or  will 
be,  disinfected  by  the  Sanitary  Officer.  In  one  case  a drain  near  the  dwellinghouse  was  found  to  be 
defected,  its  condition  has  been  reported  to  the  Council  and  will  be  put  in  order. 

I have  advised  that  the  Methuen  and  Biddestone  Schools  be  disenfected. 

Besides  these  out-lying  cases  of  Diphtheria  in  the  parish,  of  Corsham,  a serious  outbreak  had 
appeared  at  Hartham  Park,  a Gentleman’s  residence,  where  there  are  besides  the  family,  a large  staff 
of  servants  employed.  In  all  19  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  Diphtheretic  throat  were  notified,  of  these 
one  case  was  isolated  in  the  house,  six  wei’e  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital,  the  others  were  isolated 
in  their  homes.  Swabs  were  taken  from  the  throat  of  every  person  in  the  house  or  those  in  contact 
with  the  indoor  servants,  in  some  of  these  “Klebs  Loffler  Bacilli”  were  found.  In  more  than  one 
instance  the  disease  seemed  to  follow  the  distribution  of  the  milk.  The  cows  were  examined  by  a 
Veterinary  Surgeon  and  a sample  of  milk  from  each  cow  was  examined  at  the  Lister  Institution  with- 
out definite  result.  The  water  supply  was  also  examined  and  pronounced  pure.  Mr.  Anderson  of 
“The  London  Sanitary  Association”  Charles  Street,  London,  pronounced  the  drains  to  be  in  perfect 
order. 

In  trying  to  find  the  origin  of  the  outbreak  here,  in  only  one  could  I find  any  connection 
with  the  cases  in  the  town  of  Corsham  and  here  it  was  only  slight — “ the  daughter  of  the  cowman 
attended  the  Methuen  School.”  lu  the  cowman’s  family  there  was  a history  of  severe  sore  throats 
about  July  6th.  No  doctor  attended,  the  cowman  himself  was  not  ill,  but  his  throat  as  well  as  in 
one  of  the  other  milkers  the  “ Klebs  Loffler  Bacillus  ” was  found. 


Two  of  the  servants  complained  of  sore  throats  on  July  23rd  or  24th.  The  nature  of  the  dis- 
ease was  not  discovered  till  July  29th,  by  this  time  several  other  servants  had  contracted  the  disease 
from  the  cook  who  sickened  first. 

The  following  measures  seem  to  have  completly  controlled  the  spread  of  the  disease.  No  fresh 
case  having  occurred  since  August  3rd. 

Isolation  of  every  case  or  suspected  case  of  the  disease.  Milk  supply  stopped. 

Disinfection  of  all  the  rooms  occupied  by  or  used  by  persons  infected. 

In  this  Deport  I have  the  'Hartham  Park  cases,  as  this  was  an  exceptional  outbreak. 

In  all  there  has  been  24  cases  notified,  one  of  which  proved  fatal,  viz.  19  cases  at  Hartham 
Park  and  5 ‘in  Corsham. 

I'ho^je.the  Epidemic  is  now  at  an  end.  Some  matters  are  stilbunder  investigation. 


The'LocaPGovernraent  Board, 
Whitehall,  London. 


T have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Gentlemen, 

Your  most  obedient  Servant, 

W.  T.  BRISCOE,  B.A.,  M.D.,  &c. 


Scarlatina.  'This  disease  was  present  in  various  jJlaces  during  eight  months  of  the  year. 

Jubcreulosis.  Four  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were  notified.  There  is  a Sanatorium  for  the  treatment 
of  Tuberculosis  at  VVinsley,  near  Bradford-on-Avon,  where  casesifrom  Wiltshire  are  received.  There  is 
no  other  provision  , in  this  district  for  the  treatment  of  this  disease 

Physical  features  cf  district.  General  condition  of  population.  Chief  occupationfi,  and 
their  influence  on  ithe  public  health.  The  district  is  composed  of  small  towns  and  populous  villages. 
It  is  generally  hilly,  and  in'parts  well  wooded.  There  are  some  streams  running  through  including  the 
River  Avon,  which  supply  drinking  water  for  cattle.  The  surface  soil  is  either  loam  or  gravel,  overlying 
cornbrash  or  Oxford  clay.  The  occupation  of  the  inhabitants  is  principally  husbandry;  the  only  manu- 
factory being  paper  at  Slaughterford,  brushes  at  Corsham,  and  the  great  stone  works  at  Box.  None  of 
'these  occupations  affect  the  health  of  the  inhabitants. 

Kouse  jS’CCOmmodation.  Sufilciency  of  open  air  spaces  about  houses  and  cleanliness  of  surround- 
ings ; what  supervisions  over  erection  of  new  houses ; what  action  has  the  Council  taken  under  the  Hous- 
ing Act. 

The  house  accommodation  is  sufficient  for  the  inhabitants,  indeed,  in  two  parishes  I know  of  several 
houses  being  vacant,  but  the  rents  are  high  near  the  towns,  especially  so  at  Chippenham  and  Corsham. 
{Several  new  cottages  have  been  erected  on  farms  for  the  convenience  of  the  labourers  working  at  these 
farms.  New  houses  are  inspected  by  your  Surveyor  before  occupation,  40  houses  were  so  inspected  last 
year.  No  action  has  been  taken  or  needed  under  section  1,  2 and  3 of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Class 
Act. 

Water  Supply.  Its  source,  nature,  and  .suflciency.  Your  district  is  not  naturally  well  supplied 
with  water  suitable  for  drinking  purposes.  For  many  years  past  private  and  public  supplies  have  been 
extended  by  you  from  their  original  area  to  outlying  districts  where  water  was  required.  This  policy  was 
continued 'last  year.  A Targe  reservior  drawing  its  supplies  from  the  well  owned  by  the  Chippenham 
Urban  Council,  has  been  constructed  at  Hardenhuish  by  the  Chippenham  Urban  Council.  By  arrange- 
ment you  have'been  enabled.to  supply  water  from  the  reservior  to, parts  of  Hardenhuish  parish  and  Chip- 
penham Without.  There  is  a demand, for  water  in  Kington  St.  Michael  and  Kington  Langley,  and  both 
these  districts  could  easily  obtain  their  supply  from  this  source.  In  company  with  your  Surveyor  I made 
an  inspection  of  the 'Kington  Langley  district.  I found  there  was  a shortness  of  water  at  all  times  of  the 
year  at  the  end  of  the  village  nearest  the  Malmesbury  Road,  at  dry  times  there  was  also  a shortage  of 
water  at  the  Dra5mot  end  of  the  village ; 23  samples  of  water  were  examined  ..by  me,  about  ^ of  these  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  very  impure,  5 were  not  so  bad,  ^ might  be  used  for  drinking  purposes.  Three  samples 
were  also  analysed  by  the  County  'Analyst,  including  one  from  a registered  bakehouse  and  another  from  a 
registered  milkseller,  all  were  found  unfit  for  drinking  purposes.  These  conditions  are  now  being  consid- 
er^ by  your  Council. 

Burton.  The  water  siqjply  .of  this  village  has-been  improved  by  a supply  from  a Gloucestershire 
Company. 

The  following  towns  and  villages  are  now  well  supplied  with  water — Corsham,  Box,  Lacock,  Chris- 
tian Malford,  Staiiley,  Biddestone,  Chippenham  Without,  parts  of  iHardenhuish,  Burton,  and  parts  of 
Langley  Burrell.  'These  supplies  are  from  either  public  or  private, mains,  in  Corsham  there  is  a Water 
Company. 

Blilk  Supply,  Its  character  and , wholesomeness  : conditions  of  dairies  and  milkshops  : what  is 
done  in  regard  to  tuberculous  milk.  There  are  17  retailers  of  milk  registered,  the  premises  of  all  have 
been  inspected  by  me.  In  all  cases  the  whole  of  the  milk  was  produced  in  England,  and  was  good  in 
quality  and  carefully  treated 'before  sale.  The  population  of  the  districts  only  permit  of  a limited  business 
being  carried,  on.  I found  the  dairies,  cowsheds,  and  milkshops  for  the  most  part  in  good  order  and  clean. 
In  one  instance  il  found  the  water  used  for  dairy  purposes  to  be  impure  and  unfit  for  the  purpose.  In  ons 
dairy  where  the  milk  was  sent  to  London  a cow  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  the  animal 
was  disposed  of  for  slaughter. 


other  J^oods.  What  action  has  been  taken  under  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act : what  is  the 
condition ^of  the  premises  where  food  is  stored  : conditions  of  slaughter-houses. 

There  are  important  butchers’  shops  in  Corsham,  Box  and  Lacock,  where  an  extensive  business  is 
carried  on.  There  are  smaller  establishments  in  the  villages.  All  are  inspected  by  the  Sanitar3*  Inspector 
and  myself,  and  were  for  the  most  part  found  to  be  well  kept,  clean,  and  in  order.  No  carcase  has  been 
condemned  during  the  past  year  in  consequence  of  tuberculosis.  In  conjunction  with  the  police  your  offi- 
cers take  all  possible  care  to  prevent  the  sale  of  unwholesome  meat.  I frequently  examine  the  contents  of 
carts  hawking  meat  and  fish  in  the  outl5dng  portions  of  your  districts.  No  action  has  been  taken  or  needed 
under  section  117  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

No  action  has  been  taken  or  needed  under  the  Sale  of  Foods  and  Drugs  Act. 

Sewerage  and  Drainage.  Conditions  of  sewers  and  house  drains : methods  of  sewage  disposal. 
Chippenham  Without,  Corsham,  Box,  Lacock,  Kington  St.  Michael,  and  Castle  Combe,  have  systems  of 
sewerage  of  importance.  In  the  district  of  Chippenham  Without,  the  system  is  new,  up-to-date,  and  giv- 
ing a satisfactory  effluent.  In  Corsham  two  systems  are  worked : one  has  been  in  use  for  some  years. 
The  second  is  a smaller  system  : it  is  of  recent  construction,  working  well  and  giving  a good  effluent.  In 
Lacock,  Kington  St.  Michael,  and  Castle  Combe,  the  village  drains  are  in  good  working  order.  During 
the  year  improvements  have  been  made  at  the  South  Bank  Corsham  Sewerage  Farm,  it  is  now  working 
well.  The  main  on  the  Pound  Pill  Corsham  Sewerage  Works  was  also  repaired.  In  Priory  Lane,  Cor- 
sham, a new  6"  sewer  for  21  houses  has  been  constructed.  Some  work  has  also  been  done  at  the  Box 
Sewerage  Outfall.  At  Lacock  the  condition  of  the  drains  was  inquired  into,  in  company  with  your  In- 
spector I met  some  members  of  the  Parish  Council  thei’e.  A scheme  estimated  to  cost  £44  is  now  under 
consideration. 

Pollution  of  Rivers.  There  are  no  streams  or  rivers  seriously  polluted  in  the  district. 

Sxerement  Disposal  and  Scavenging.  Fart  of  Hardenhuish,  Langley  Burrell,  and  Corsham 
have  their  house  refuse  moved  under  a contract,  in  all  about  485  houses  are  dealt  with,  about  440  loads  of 
refuse  are  removed  annually. 

Ruisanees.  225  cases  were  inquired  into,  in  one  case  proceedings  was  taken,  there  are  now  no 
outstanding  notices.  There  are  no  Lodging  Houses  in  the  district,  only  one  offensive  trade  ; further  b^m* 
laws  are  not  required. 

Schools.  Their  sanitary  condition : water  supply : action  taken  in  regard  to  scholars. 
The  Public  Elementary  Schools  were  inspected  by  me,  most  of  them  have  a sufficient  water  supply.  If 
there  has  been  any  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  among  the  scholars  of  any  school,  the  school 
buildings  are  thoroughl}'  disinfected  before  the  school  re-opens.  In  the  following  schools  the  closet 
arrangements  were  not  found  to  be  satisfactory,  they  were  improved  with  the  assistance  of  the  County 
Educational  Authorities.  Corsham  (3),  Box  and  Yatton  Keynell.  The  Medical  Inspection  of  school 
children  is  carried  out  by  the  Aledical  Officers  of  the  County  Educational  Authority. 

Infectious  Disease.  In  your  district  upon  the  receipt  of  a notification  of  a case  of  Scarlatina, 
Diphtheria,  or  Typhoid  Fever,  if  the  friends  of  the  patients  are  willing,  the  case  is  removed  in  an  ambu- 
lance in  charge  of  a nurse  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  for  treatment ; the  house  or  room  recently  occupied 
by  the  patient  is  disinfected  as  soon  as  possible  by  your  Inspector.  In  common  with  many  other  author- 
ities we  have  had  a considerable  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  to  deal  with.  In  most  instances  the 
patient  contracted  the  malady  by  personal  contact  with  persons  suffering  from  the  disease.  It  is  impos- 
sible very  often  to  find  the  first  case  when  investigating  the  origin  of  an  outlweak.  There  is  however 
generally  a history  or  sore  throat  among  friends  or  relatives  of  the  patient. 

Jhe  Isolation  Hospital.  This  Hospital  was  in  use  most  months  of  the  year.  During  the  time 
it  was  closed,  the  interval  was  utilized  for  a general  clean  up,  thorough  disinfection  and  the  carrying  out 
of  some  necessary  repairs.  Last  year  I reported  to  the  Joint  Committee  that  the  wards  for  the  treatment 
of  Diphtheria  were  not  at  all  times  sufficiently  large  for  the  number  of  patients  seeking  admission,  and 
steps  are  now  been  taken  to  improve  and  increase  the  accommodation.  58  patients  have  been  admitted 
during  the  year,  and  of  these,  11  came  from  the  Urban  District,  viz.  2 cases  of  Scarlatina,  and  9 of  Diph- 
theria, whilst  47  cases  came  from  the  Rural  District,  viz.  Scarlatina  11  and  Diphtheria  36.  Nurse  Warren 
is  still  acting  as  Matron,  she  continues  to  enjoy  the  entire  confidence  of  those  working  for  and  with  her. 
I wish  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  all  those  who  kindly  sent  toys,  books,  illustrated  papers,  and 
children’s  clothes  to  the  Hospital.  All  are  much  appreciated,  children’s  clothes  are  most  useful.  The 
Matron  is  often  sadly  perplexed  to  find  warm  garments  for  the  little  ones  when  they  are  about  to  leave 
the  warm  wards  for  their  draughty  cottage  home. 

Inspection  of  District.  In  comparing  with  your  Inspector  a systematic  inspection  has  been 
made  of  most  parts  of  the  District,  where  necessary  the  houses  have  been  visited  house  to  house..  The 
schools  have  been  visited,  also  the  sewerage  outfalls.  Some  cases  of  overcrowding  were  discovered  and 
were  dealt  with,  also  many  nuisances  arising  from  pig  keeping. 

paetories  and  Workshops-  An  inspection  has  been  made  of  all  Factories  and  Workshops, 
which,  with  one  exception,  were  found  to  be  in  good  order.  A report  of  these  has  been  sent  to  the 
Home  Office. 


I remain, 


February  1st,  1910. 


Tour  obedient  Servant, 

W.  T.  BRISCOE,  B.A.,  M.D.,  &c. 
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